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Microfinance African Institutions Network 

MAIN: Sixth International Conference 
Microfinance African Institutions Network (MAIN) is pleased to announce the organization of its Sixth International Conference.

1. Introduction 

One of the major activities of Microfinance African Institutions Network (MAIN) is organizing every two years thematic conferences, which have global/or regional dimensions. It selects a timely topic which invites different bodies to debate on different issues and put them in perspective. Since 1999, MAIN has organised five high level international conferences. 

1. Refinancing and Equity Consolidation of African MFI's; Constraints and Perspectives, Kampala, May1999,
2. Levers for Financial Sustainability, Antananarivo, October 2000, 
3. Rural Development Financing, Addis Ababa, December 2002,
4. Revisiting the Evolution and Performance of Microfinance in Africa; Yaoundé, 
May 2005,
5. External Factors And Microfinance In Africa: Major Stakes And Challenges, Kampala, May 2008
2. The Theme: MAIN has chosen the theme: Inclusive Finance: for its 2011 conference.
Inclusive Finance has become a timely issue drawing the attention of the practitioners of microfinance but also other stakeholders. The G-20 has launched Financial Inclusion Expert Group; the UN is also interested in this issue and has appointed the Princess Maxima of the Netherlands as its Special Advocate. Papers are being published and conferences are held around the world on these issues. Africa needs to debate on this issue and clarify its position. According to Accion International it is about all people who can access and use quality financial services at affordable price, in a convenient manner and with dignity for the clients. It means carefully considering the needs of different categories of clients, encourages participation of variety of actors in the sector. It is about democratizing the benefits of financial services and generating economic citizenship. It is an innovative approach and considers rural - urban dimension but also considers certain segments of society like disabled people and other marginalised groups.
This conference will be organised jointly with:

· The Association of Ethiopian Microfinance Institutions (AEMFI) 

· The African Rural and Agricultural Credit Association (AFRACA)

· The African Microfinance Conference (AMC) 

3. Who will attend?
The conference is expected to bring together at least 600 participants including senior microfinance practitioners, regional and national networks, external partners, researchers, academia, policy makers, bilateral, multilateral development agencies, donors and investors, UN agencies, regional development and financial institutions. 

4. Conditions for participation
· All participants including MAIN members will cover their own ticket, and pay registration fee of € 350 or $ 500 to be paid upon registration.
· The members of MAIN will be provided with full boarding and local transport.
· The non-members, except those who will receive an explicit invitation from MAIN will arrange their own accommodation, but if requested they can benefit from the preferential tariffs negotiated by MAIN with hotels.
5. Registration

Detailed information regarding registration will be communicated at a later stage on the website of MAIN: www.mfiain.org
6. Duration of the conference
The conference will be held between Monday 19th and Thursday 22nd of September 2011.
7. General Meeting of Members

The General Meeting of Members will be held on Friday 23rd of September 2011, immediately after the conference 
8.  Venue
Both the conference and the general meeting of members will be held at the United Nations Conference Centre, UN/ECA Addis Ababa-Ethiopia.  
9. Programme
 The detailed programme will be communicated at a later stage through the MAIN website: www.mfiain.org
N.B Members of MAIN are hereby informed that according to the Memorandum of Association (Art.11 a) and Internal Rules and Regulations (Art. 7) members are required to clear their annual membership contribution to MAIN before the Conference and the General Meeting of members.  
10. Persons to be contacted

Mrs Selome Wondemu/Mr Fanta Wolde Michael

sefade@ethionet.et / fantawmh@yahoo.fr
+251 11 6478071/72/73 
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